
Abraham Lincoln's birthday, February 12th 1809, 
was formerly a national holiday, now commemorated as 
Presidents Day. While most people know Abraham 
Lincoln was a lawyer prior to becoming president, few 
may know he also had experience as a judge. As an 
attorney Lincoln worked in the Eighth Judicial Circuit in 
Illinois, and twice a year, usually in the fall and 
spring, he'd spend nearly three months traveling by 
horseback and stopping at each county seat for a brief 
court term (most often two days to a week in 
duration). Much of the time Lincoln argued cases in 
front of Judge David Davis who traveled the circuit with 
him. When Davis was ill or had other personal business 
to take care of, he usually asked Lincoln to act as judge 
for a few days. This procedure was irregular and was 
altogether without statutory sanction; thus Lincoln 
would only preside at a trial if all parties consented. At 
least two of "Judge" Lincoln's cases were reversed by the 
Illinois Supreme Court because of this irregular assignment 
of the judicial duties, but usually Lincoln's integrity and 
character were so outstanding as to inspire confidence in his 
findings and weight to his judgments.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S 200th Birthday
and the

Ceremonial Investiture of JIM SHARP, 

Texas’ First Court of Appeals’ newest  Justice,

is February 12, 2009

The late President’s birthday is an all-day affair.  

Justice Sharp’s investiture begins at 4 PM

 in the Gerald Treece Courtroom of 

South Texas College of Law

 1303 San Jacinto St., Houston, Texas

8Welcoming Remarks by 
HBA President-elect Barrett Reasoner

8The Oath will be administered by 
Governor Mark White

8Invocation by 
Rev. Bill Lawson, Pastor Emeritus Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church

8
Benediction by

 The Most Reverend Jos. Fiorenza, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 
Diocese

8
Toasts to Abe and Jim will follow at the Foundation Room, 

 House of Blues (corner of Caroline and Dallas)


