SN22 News February 18, 2007

With the support of Councilmember Adrian Garcia, our recent action to deny a variance request for a major
unrestricted reserve re-plat on Washington Avenue received a favorable vote from the Planning Commission.
Through the action of Commissioner Kay Crooker, Superneighborhood 22 has been presented a rare
opportunity to work in cooperation with Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone 5 (TIRZ 5) — Memorial/Heights
and the developer of Archstone Properties.

We support Archstone’s re-development concept for the 28.10 acres fronting on Washington Avenue,
Studemont, and Waugh Drive. The current plan to be realized over a 5-year period features mid-rise mixed-use
at the Washington/Studemont corner, and a series of six mid-rise residential nodes with incorporated garages
on a new internal central Paseo that will parallel Washington Avenue mid-way through the complex.
Archstone suggests visiting their nearly completed Esplanade project on Hermann Drive west of Almeda for a
representation of product quality.

At the TIRZ 5 board meeting on 01/15/08 a resolution was passed to bring community input to matters related
to the public realm and rights-of-way. This TIRZ is one of the City’s most successful. Late in 2007, with the
full support of City Council and Buffalo Bayou Partnership, TIRZ 5 annexed the corridors and some adjacent
or connecting properties along Buffalo Bayou from Downtown to Shepherd Drive and White Oak Bayou from
Downtown to the 610 Loop. TIRZ 5 now almost completely encloses Superneighborhood 22. We recognize
the potential of this annexation to help realize some of our 2007 Area Planning Workshop goals. Specifically,
building our “Between the Bayous” identity; transforming Washington Avenue into a walkable, pedestrian-
friendly, destination; and recognizing the Avenue’s significance as an historical transportation route.

In addition to the denied variance request, Archstone is asking for abandonment of two City properties - the
small Studemont Spaceway just south of Washington on the west side of Studemont, and the Court Street
right-of-way that creates a right turn lane from eastbound Washington to southbound Studemont and the long
triangular splitter island that separates Court Street from the Studemont main lanes. The second will require
rebuilding the intersection to conform with a standard four-way signalized intersection format.

Archstone offers these justifications for the abandonment:
Spaceway
* Is smaller than City of Houston’s standard and desired park space
e Difficult for COH to maintain
* s little used and relatively inaccessible
* The ROW is necessary to provide entrance to the project’s central Paseo

Court Street

* Dangerous and confusing two-way traffic in a turn lane
e Splitter cut-through provides northbound right turn

* No control signage



